The Voter's Guide to the 2024 Election

Make informed choices based on the facts!

Published by: Fakchex

Your source for cutting through fake news and disinformation — get the facts on important
topics so you can deal with what's real!



Why this guide is important...

We all know that disinformation is rampant in our society today. What people accept as truth is
often dictated by the type of information they receive and where it comes from. It can be very
hard to figure out what is real and what may be rumor or propaganda.

Fakchex's team of professional communications experts and researchers has taken the top
controversial issues of the day such as how the economy is doing, immigration, election fraud,
and more, and dug deep to find fact-based sources like legislative action, statements, court
transcripts, research studies and other non-biased resources to find and publish the truth about
these topics.

In this short guide, you can confirm the reality behind the hype so that you — and others — can
make decisions informed by facts, and that are in line with your values.

Read on!

To subscribe to Fakchex — it's free — visit fakchex.substack.com.

Want more tools to determine what's real for yourself? Get a free copy of the “Consumers’
Guide to Spotting Fake News” on our website, www.magenta-nation.com.
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What's Really Happening in America in 2024

Are you worried about what's going on in our country and the world? Well, you're not alone.
Before we get too depressed, however, it's important to realize that war, corruption, greed,
disinformation, and renegade politicians are problems that have been with us for centuries.
They are part of the human condition, not exclusive to our time.

And maybe more importantly, behind the headlines there is a LOT of good news that gets
overshadowed. Here are some major achievements that makes 2024 a good year.

1.

2.

The economy is strong and vibrant. Our GDP growth was increased at an annual rate

of 1.3% in the first quarter of 2024.

The U.S. recovery from the upheaval of the pandemic and war in the Ukraine

is superior to that of any other G7 nations.

The number of uninsured Americans is near a record low and, new business

formation and wage growth is higher.

Inflation has declined over the last two years.

We have made significant progress in combatting climate change. A major climate-
smart economic stimulus package was passed after COVID-19, including a
comprehensive set of clean energy incentives from electric vehicles to direct air capture
and sequestration of carbon dioxide. The Act also includes provisions protecting us from
harmful pollutants.

The Inflation Reduction Act that allowed Medicare to negotiate drug prices will mean
more affordable prescription drugs for the people who rely on them the most —
vulnerable seniors.

Violent crime in the U.S. declined significantly in 2023. According to FBI statistics based
on data from over 200 cities, there was a 12.2% decline in murders in 2023, relative to
2022. There was also evidence that rapes, robberies, and aggravated assault were also
down.

The bottom line: the economy is healthy, job growth is strong, more people are getting access
to healthcare, drug prices are lower, we're making progress in combatting climate changes, and
crime is declining. There is a lot of good news happening in America — cause for celebration!


https://www.bea.gov/data/gdp/gross-domestic-product
https://home.treasury.gov/news/featured-stories/the-us-economic-recovery-in-international-context-2023#:%7E:text=Relative%20to%20pre%2Dpandemic%20trends,complete%20recovery%20in%20domestic%20consumption.
https://aspe.hhs.gov/reports/national-uninsured-rate-reaches-all-time-low-early-2023
https://www.forbes.com/sites/danestangler/2023/03/01/is-new-business-creation-still-setting-records-what-might-that-mean-for-the-economy/?sh=2420d9d55c70
https://www.forbes.com/sites/danestangler/2023/03/01/is-new-business-creation-still-setting-records-what-might-that-mean-for-the-economy/?sh=2420d9d55c70
https://www.atlantafed.org/chcs/wage-growth-tracker
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/investing/current-inflation-rate/
https://www.wri.org/insights/biden-administration-tracking-climate-action-progress#:%7E:text=Commit%20to%20cut%20total%20greenhouse,NDC)%20under%20the%20Paris%20Agreement
https://www.wri.org/insights/biden-administration-tracking-climate-action-progress#:%7E:text=Commit%20to%20cut%20total%20greenhouse,NDC)%20under%20the%20Paris%20Agreement
https://www.cms.gov/inflation-reduction-act-and-medicare
https://www.npr.org/2024/02/12/1229891045/police-crime-baltimore-san-francisco-minneapolis-murder-statistics

The American Dream - A Look at What Americans Really Want in the 215t Century

And Why YOUR VOTE Is So Important

Let's look at what American say they REALLY want for America, relevant to some controversial
issues today. As you read each item, ask yourself what you think. It will help inform your vote.

Gun Violence: Survey results released by National Research in 2022 showed that 62
percent of Americans believe that not enough has been done to address these issues,
and nearly three in flve Americans want stronger gun laws. According to the New York
Times, more than 90 percent of the American public support universal background
checks for guns.

Abortion: A majority (6 out of 10) of Americans believe that abortion should be legal in
all, or most, cases. A study conducted by the Pew Research Center in 2019 found that
59% of Americans believe that states are making it too difficult to receive an abortion. As
recently as February of 2022, 69% of adults in the U.S. are dissatisfied with abortion laws,
including 46% who believe that abortion laws should be made less strict. This response
marks a 16-percentage-point jump since January of 2022. Meanwhile, 26% of Americans
are satisfied with current abortion policies.

LGBTQ+ Rights: A majority of U.S. adults across age groups express support for laws
and policies that would protect transgender individuals and their rights. According to
the Pew Research Center, an average of 70% of adults aged 18 — 49, and an average of
60% of adults aged 50+, have expressed support for laws that would protect these
individuals from discrimination in jobs, housing, and public spaces such as restaurants
and stores.

Results of a recent poll conducted by The Human Rights Campaign released in
September of 2022 show that “nearly two-thirds (64%) of likely voters in battleground
states want same-sex marriage protections to be law of the land.” These states include
Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Michigan, North Carolina, New Hampshire, Nevada,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin.

Critical Race Theory and Book Bans in Schools: Two topics that have been at the
forefront of the conversation about public education are critical race theory, and the
banning of “controversial” books. While a slight majority of Americans (51%) that
participated in a national poll hold negative views about critical race theory (a way of
understanding how American racism has shaped public policy), three-quarters of them
believe that public schools should “be allowed to teach about ideas and historical events
that might make some students uncomfortable”.

In an analysis of six high-quality voter-facing polls from 2022, Every Library
Institute found that 8% of voters think that “there are many books that are inappropriate



https://navigatorresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Navigator-Update-05.26.2022.pdf
https://navigatorresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Navigator-Update-05.26.2022.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/10/upshot/gun-control-polling-policies.html
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/01/21/do-state-laws-on-abortion-reflect-public-opinion/
https://news.gallup.com/poll/470279/dissatisfaction-abortion-policy-hits-high.aspx
https://news.gallup.com/poll/470279/dissatisfaction-abortion-policy-hits-high.aspx
https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2022/06/28/americans-complex-views-on-gender-identity-and-transgender-issues/
https://hrc-prod-requests.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/National-Findings-on-Marriage-Equality.pdf
https://www.chalkbeat.org/2022/5/3/23055884/critical-race-theory-schools-polling
https://www.everylibraryinstitute.org/review_recent_book_ban_polls#:%7E:text=Voters%20overwhelmingly%20oppose%20book%20banning,voting%20for%20legislators%20in%20November.
https://www.everylibraryinstitute.org/review_recent_book_ban_polls#:%7E:text=Voters%20overwhelmingly%20oppose%20book%20banning,voting%20for%20legislators%20in%20November.

and should be banned”, while a majority (91%) strongly or somewhat agree with the
statement "if you don't like a book at the library, don’t check it out”.

e Climate Change: According to a survey conducted by the Yale Program on Climate
Change Communication, 72% of Americans surveyed think that global warming is
happening, compared to the 12% who do not. This finding corroborates results from
a national survey conducted by the Pew Research Center in 2020 which found that a
majority (65%) of U.S. adults not only want the government to play a larger role in
fighting climate change, but they believe that the federal government is doing too little
to reduce the effects of climate change.

e Healthcare: A majority of Americans — 55% — support Medicare for All, while 58% of
voters support the idea of increasing taxes on households making over $400,000 yearly
to pay for Medicare.

Hmmmm... Based on the reality of what is happening in America, it seems that what the majority
of Americans want to see occurring, is not happening.

Lest we lose heart, there are four reasons why the majority is not getting what they want, over
which we have some control.

e Many people who hold these values do not vote. In the U.S. only 62% of the voting-age
population cast ballots in the 2020 U.S. national elections. The percentage voting in state
and local elections is lower.

e Every 10 years, states redraw their legislative and congressional district lines following
the census. Some election districts are structured with the intention of influencing who
gets elected by distributing people who are likely to vote a certain way among the
districts so that voters of other persuasions are favored to win — this is known
as gerrymandering. As of July 2023, 22 cases have been filed challenging congressional
and legislative maps in 17 states as partisan gerrymandering, and litigation has resulted
in redrawn maps in Alaska, Maryland, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, and South
Carolina.

o Stricter voter ID laws, changes in access to voting booths, and purging of the voter rolls
for various reasons raise questions about the effect of these actions in suppressing voter
turnout.

e Concentrated disinformation campaigns target voters’ fears and incentivize them to vote
for unpopular positions and the candidates who push them. Many of
these disinformation campaigns push people to vote for things they don't really want or
understand. The ultimate goal is to totally confuse or alienate people so that they simply
tune out, become apathetic, and don’t vote at all.



https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/climate-change-american-mind-april-2022.pdf
https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/climate-change-american-mind-april-2022.pdf
https://www.pewresearch.org/science/2020/06/23/two-thirds-of-americans-think-government-should-do-more-on-climate/
https://pro.morningconsult.com/articles/medicare-for-all-public-option-polling
https://pro.morningconsult.com/articles/medicare-for-all-public-option-polling
https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/how-does-us-voter-turnout-compare-rest-worlds
https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/how-does-us-voter-turnout-compare-rest-worlds
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/gerrymandering-explained
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/redistricting-litigation-roundup-0
https://www.lwv.org/blog/whats-so-bad-about-voter-id-laws
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2021/08/09/the-big-money-behind-the-big-lie

So how do we move more toward a country in which the wishes of the majority actually become
reality? We take our opinions and beliefs where they really matter — to the ballot box. We vote,
and we make our voices heard.

Not only can we let our leaders and elected officials know what values truly matter to us, but we
can hold those accountable who refuse to listen.

In short, we ACT to make the American Dream a reality.
Here's the playbook:

e VOTE.

e Help others to vote.

e Counteract disinformation with truth.

e Be an active citizen and proponent for democracy, the right to vote, and the right to
have access to voting.



An At-A-Glance Look at What Today's Political Parties Support

Confused about voting? Turned off by the combativeness in politics today? This Fakchex cuts to
the chase about what the two parties and their candidates stand for on several major issues, so
you can select the group that best matches your beliefs and values.

Because the presumptive nominee, Donald Trump, and his followers take positions on some
issues that are more extreme than Republicans have taken in the past, those positions are
included in the relevant sections.

Remember, your vote is important! Please evaluate the various positions and compare them to
your own values and the future you want to have, to help guide your choices.

Abortion

o Democrats take a pro-choice position on reproductive rights, opposing bans on abortion
and expressing support for women’s autonomy in healthcare.

e Republicans have stated their solid opposition to abortion, in the form of either
a national ban on abortion after 15 weeks or calls to allow states to decide whether they
will implement bans at their discretion.

e Trump would allow states to track women’s pregnancies and allow prosecutions of
people who violated bans on abortions.

LGBTQ+ people and issues

e Democrats support the continued legalization of gay marriage as well as further
initiatives to end discrimination against LGBTQ+ communities.

e Republicans are recently pushing back against expressions of support for LGBTQ+
communities: they have proposed banning pride flags at government buildings and have
occasionally expressed opposition to the continued legalization of same-sex marriage.
Several prominent Republicans have also publicly expressed opposition to transgender
athletes and education about sexual orientation and gender identity. For more about
LGBTQ-related legislation, read the Fakchex article, "What Drives the Debates Over
LGBTQ Issues?”

e On his campaign, Trump has said he would cut funding for schools “pushing transgender
insanity.” More specifically, the plan being drafted for his potential presidency includes
reinstating the transgender military ban, limiting discrimination protections for LGBTQ
people in the workplace, and banning gender-affirming care for minors.

Racial inequity

e Democrats believe that both personal and systemic racism are still forces in society.

e Many Republicans also believe that personal racism is an issue for minorities in America,
but are much less likely to view systemic racism as a serious problem and are also less
likely than Democrats to think that racism is still an issue for minorities. Republicans are
more likely than Democrats to think white Americans face more racial discrimination
issues than minority groups like black Americans. For more information, read the
Fakchex article, "The Facts on Black Lives Matter”.



https://rollcall.com/2024/01/25/gop-pivots-on-abortion-stance-as-2024-nears/
https://time.com/6972021/donald-trump-2024-election-interview/
https://democrats.org/who-we-are/who-we-serve/lgbtq-community/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/06/30/republicans-pride-month-lgbtq/
https://fakchex.substack.com/p/what-drives-the-debates-over-lgbtq
https://fakchex.substack.com/p/what-drives-the-debates-over-lgbtq
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/how-a-second-trump-presidency-could-impact-the-lgbtq-community
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2022/11/15/black-americans-differ-from-other-u-s-adults-over-whether-individual-or-structural-racism-is-a-bigger-problem/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2022/11/15/black-americans-differ-from-other-u-s-adults-over-whether-individual-or-structural-racism-is-a-bigger-problem/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/12/07/kff-racial-descrimination-polling/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/12/07/kff-racial-descrimination-polling/
https://fakchex.substack.com/p/the-facts-on-black-lives-matter

Immigration

o Democrats prioritize paths to legal status (citizenship) for immigrants who enter America
illegally, are generally accepting of maintaining legal immigration levels, and are less
likely to view immigration as a serious threat.

e Republicans emphasize the importance of border security and deporting immigrants
who enter illegally, and are more likely to view immigration as a threat. For more
background on immigration issues, read the Fakchex article, "How Does Immigration
Really Impact the U.S.?"

e Trump has said in interviews that he would construct migrant camps and deploy the
military and National Guard to deport millions of people, and reinstitute family
separation policies for migrants at the border.

Voting access

o Democrats support policies that improve the ability for voters to cast their votes:
allowing absentee voting, supporting access to mail-in ballots, automatic voter
registration, and keeping voters on registration lists even if they haven't voted recently.

e Republicans are less supportive of these policies supporting voting access, and have
become even less supportive since the 2020 election. There is a broad belief that access
must be restricted to prevent voter fraud, although claims of voter fraud have not been
substantiated. Learn the facts on voter fraud by reading the Fakchex article, “Is Election
Fraud Real?”

e Trump has said he would hire staff who supported his false claims of election fraud in
2020 and restrict voting rights and access.

Economy

o Democrats believe that the government should play a regulatory role in the economy to
protect the public. Taxation should follow a progressive structure in which higher earners
pay higher rates, and taxes should create funds to support social programs. During
economic downturns, the government should spend money to boost the economy.
There is a fundamental belief that economic policies that support job creation and
business growth overall produce the best result. Historically, the economy has done well
under this approach.

e Republicans favor a limited role for the government in the economy. They tend to
support policies that prioritize business interests ahead of those for labor, healthcare, or
the environment. Republicans generally support lowering tax rates on higher earners
and businesses/corporations in the belief it will lead to higher wages and more jobs. This
philosophy is referred to as “trickle-down” economics.

It should be noted that during the past 40 years, when this approach to the economy
was prevalent, wealth has shifted from the middle and lower classes to the highest
earners. As taxes on the rich and corporations were reduced, the national debt increased
as borrowing was necessary to replace this deficit in revenue. This data is further broken
down in the Fakchex article, "An Easy Way to Understand Our Economic Situation and
the National Debt".



https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2022/09/08/republicans-and-democrats-have-different-top-priorities-for-u-s-immigration-policy/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2022/09/08/republicans-and-democrats-have-different-top-priorities-for-u-s-immigration-policy/
https://fakchex.substack.com/p/how-does-immigration-really-impact
https://fakchex.substack.com/p/how-does-immigration-really-impact
https://time.com/6972021/donald-trump-2024-election-interview/
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2021/04/22/republicans-and-democrats-move-further-apart-in-views-of-voting-access/
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2021/04/22/republicans-and-democrats-move-further-apart-in-views-of-voting-access/
https://fakchex.substack.com/p/is-election-fraud-real
https://fakchex.substack.com/p/is-election-fraud-real
https://time.com/6972021/donald-trump-2024-election-interview/
https://www.investopedia.com/ask/answers/regulating-economy.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/ask/answers/regulating-economy.asp
https://fakchex.substack.com/p/an-easy-way-to-understand-our-economic
https://fakchex.substack.com/p/an-easy-way-to-understand-our-economic

e Donald Trump says he would also work to pass extensions of his 2017 tax cuts which
benefitted the wealthy, and would reinstate, continue, and even expand tariffs on foreign
goods, despite analysis indicating his tariffs had cost Americans $230 billion and nearly

200,000 jobs.

It should be noted that over a 40-year period when the trickle-down economic policy was
predominant, the percent of the country’s wealth shifted to the wealthy and away from middle
and lower classes Americans. As taxes on the rich and corporations were reduced, the national
debt increased as borrowing was necessary to replace this deficit in revenue. This data is further
broken down in the Fakchex article, “An Easy Way to Understand Our Economic Situation and

the National Debt”.

As you prepare to cast your vote this year, review these notes and check with other reliable
sources to gain an informed understanding of what a vote for Democrats, Republicans, and this
year, for Donald Trump and the candidates he endorses, will really mean.
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https://www.cnn.com/2024/03/18/politics/donald-trump-tariffs-trade-war/index.html
https://taxfoundation.org/research/all/federal/tariffs-trump-trade-war/
https://taxfoundation.org/research/all/federal/tariffs-trump-trade-war/
https://fakchex.substack.com/p/an-easy-way-to-understand-our-economic
https://fakchex.substack.com/p/an-easy-way-to-understand-our-economic

What Today's Political Parties Support - Part Il

In a previous edition of Fakchex, we took a look at what the Democratic and Republican parties,

as well as Donald Trump, stood for on important policy issues facing the country. In this follow-
up article, we continue that journey to look at more key policy questions, and what the major
parties stand for on each one so that you — and other voters — can make informed choices.

Climate Change

Guns

Democrats view climate change as a global emergency, and list it as a policy priority
informing how many other issues are addressed. The Democrats support and have
enacted policies to combat climate change, most notably in the recent Inflation
Reduction Act, which was called “the largest investment in climate policy in U.S. history.”
It included billions in credits to stimulate clean energy technologies and spending on
climate adaptation work in vulnerable communities nationwide.

Republicans have largely been skeptical and unsupportive of climate change and climate
policies, seeing it as incompatible with their concerns for economic growth and business
prosperity. For example, every House Republican voted against the Inflation Reduction
Act, called the biggest investment in climate policy in U.S. history, and voted numerous
times on repealing it. Recently Republicans have worked to change their image and
position on climate change, creating the Conservative Climate Caucus and embracing
the perspective that climate-focused policies can actually create opportunity and benefit
for businesses.

Donald Trump has been an outspoken opponent of not only climate policies, but the
actual existence of human-caused climate change. He has recently said that "the only
global warming we should be worried about is nuclear warming.” He previously called
climate change “a make-believe problem,” nonexistent,” and “a hoax.” His
administration rolled back over 100 environmental rules and regulations. Conservatives
including former Trump staffers have composed a memo for an agenda if he becomes
president again, which includes dismantling the carbon capture tax credit and repealing
assistance for struggling nuclear reactors—two positions that go against what many
Republicans actually support.

Democrats support policies that reduce gun violence, but do not believe in removing all
guns from private ownership. These policies include expanding background checks for
gun purchases, limits on ammunition purchases, longer waiting periods, and bans on
certain kinds of guns such as assault rifles.

Republicans take mixed positions on gun policies. A few Republican officials have
become more receptive to some proposals in the wake of repeated gun violence
incidents, but are consistently against policies that are seen to restrict gun ownership
rights. They have repeatedly blocked and thwarted attempts to introduce gun safety
legislation such as background checks or waiting periods following multiple mass
shooting incidents. Their proposals on gun policy have largely focused on addressing
mental health issues as the primary cause of gun violence, or arming more people (like
teachers) to provide protection in public settings.
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https://fakchex.substack.com/p/an-at-a-glance-look-at-what-todays
https://democrats.org/where-we-stand/party-platform/combating-the-climate-crisis-and-pursuing-environmental-justice/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/a-look-at-the-policies-in-the-democrats-historic-climate-bill#:%7E:text=The%20Inflation%20Reduction%20Act%20is,an%20electric%20vehicle%20tax%20credit.
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/07/28/democrats-climate-energy-legislation-00048393
https://www.politico.com/news/2023/01/23/red-states-are-winning-big-from-dems-climate-law-00078420
https://climatepower.us/research-polling/inflation-reduction-act-repeal-votes-tracker/
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/02/20/more-republicans-now-want-climate-action-but-trump-could-derail-everything-00142313
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/02/20/more-republicans-now-want-climate-action-but-trump-could-derail-everything-00142313
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/climate/trump-environment-rollbacks-list.html
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/02/20/more-republicans-now-want-climate-action-but-trump-could-derail-everything-00142313#:%7E:text=Meanwhile%2C%20hundreds%20of%20conservatives%2C%20including%20many%20who%20worked%20in%20the%20last%20Trump%20administration%2C%20have%20penned%20a%20900%2Dpage%20memo%2C%20dubbed%20Project%202025%2C%20to%20preview%20some%20of%20the%20actions%20Trump%20could%20take%20if%20returned%20to%20the%20White%20House.
https://democrats.org/where-we-stand/the-issues/preventing-gun-violence/#:%7E:text=Democrats%20believe%20that%20we%20can,rights%20of%20responsible%20gun%20owners.
https://rollcall.com/2023/11/01/republican-spending-bill-would-block-gun-background-check-rule/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/feb/15/michigan-state-shooting-republicans-blocked-gun-reform-laws
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/4345455-senate-republicans-block-assault-weapons-ban/
https://kffhealthnews.org/morning-breakout/gop-focuses-on-mental-health-but-few-shooters-have-diagnosed-illness/
https://kffhealthnews.org/morning-breakout/gop-focuses-on-mental-health-but-few-shooters-have-diagnosed-illness/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2022/05/25/harden-schools-arm-teachers-uvalde/

Donald Trump has taken a vocal stance on the side of gun rights activists. He has
publicly stood by the National Rifle Association (NRA), long viewed as the catalyzing
force behind “pro-gun” or gun rights supporters, and recently told its annual meeting
that gun owners' rights are “under siege.” In his current campaign he has promised to
stand by the NRA's agenda, “roll back every Biden attack on the Second Amendment,”
and undo any efforts Biden makes to regulate guns on his “very first week back in office,
perhaps my first day.”

Social Safety Net

Democrats largely support the social safety net of programs that provide various forms
of assistance to individuals who lack food, shelter, and the necessities of life. They
believe that sometimes people face circumstances they cannot resolve on their own, and
in those instances the government has a responsibility to assist them until they can
become self-sufficient. Half of those receiving support from the social safety net are
children, about 30 percent of recipients are people who are disabled, and as recently as
2019, nearly 70 percent of the adults participating in the safety net worked full time but
still needed help from these programs to afford food and/or healthcare.

Republicans tend to believe that social safety net programs create a danger of
dependence on government and threaten to erode individual motivation and
responsibility. Republicans often propose policies to limit or reduce social safety net
programs and their capabilities, including reductions in funding and work
requirements. Republicans believe that individuals are responsible for themselves and
should overcome adversity by their own efforts; for those in need, private

charities should step up to help them. It should be noted that Republicans’ definition of
"welfare” extends to Social Security and Medicare, because they are paid
for/administered by the government.

Trump has expressed a desire to crack down on fraudulent abuse of social programs. In
his administration he proposed budgets that included cuts to Social Security through
disability benefits, as well as Medicare through reduced provider payments. He has also
previously said that he would be open to reducing the federal deficit by reducing
entitlement program funding. In this current campaign, however, Trump has also said he
would “always defend Social Security and Medicare,” ultimately leaving his practical
position if re-elected seemingly unclear.
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Are 2024 Presidential Candidates Corrupt?

Accusations that the two Presidential candidates are corrupt have been made on both sides.
What have the candidates been accused of, and what are the facts behind the accusations?

President Joe Biden

Accusations against President Biden have largely focused around two key issues: his family’s
business dealings in Ukraine and Biden's private possession of classified documents.

Business Dealings. Congressional Republicans launched an impeachment inquiry into Biden
alleging that while he was both Vice President and out of office, he profited illegally from his
status through a number of meetings and calls involving himself, his son Hunter Biden, and
Hunter's business associates. Accusations centered around an unverified claim from a
confidential FBI informant that the Biden family pushed a Ukrainian oligarch to pay them
$10 million a few years ago. After a year involving dozens of witness interviews and
many resources, Republicans had yet to produce any evidence proving that Biden was
directly involved in—or benefited from—his family’s business activities while he was
in office. Recently, the FBI confidential source who provided the allegation was indicted by
special counsel David Weiss on obstruction and false statement felony charges—in short,
the FBI source whose claims were the basis for the Republican impeachment charge is now
being called a liar by the FBI.

Classified Documents. Biden also faced accusations around his retention of classified
documents after leaving office. Biden willingly turned over the documents in question and
allowed extensive searches of his residence and personal property. A special counsel
investigation was launched; ultimately, special counsel Robert Hur decided that no criminal
charges were warranted, though he also said that Biden had indeed willfully retained
classified documents as a private citizen.

Sexual Assault. In the months prior to the 2020 election, a former junior staffer in Biden's
Senate office, Tara Reade, publicly accused Biden of sexually assaulting her while she was a
staffer in the early 1990s. Reade says that she didn't inform other staffers about the assault
at the time, 16 years earlier, but filed a harassment complaint and was fired. Reade’s initial
complaint and report did not include an accusation of sexual assault, which was only made
around the time that Biden became the presumptive nominee for the Democrats. Biden and
the White House have denied the allegations, and no suit or legal charges have been filed.
Tara Reade has since moved to Russia.

Donald Trump

Donald Trump has been accused of multiple corrupt and illegal actions, spanning the periods
before, during, and after his time in office:
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Elections. Trump became the first president in history to face charges of state or federal
crimes, and these charges were substantial enough to convince a jury to indict him in four
instances:
¢ Violating New York state law in handling hush money payments to adult film star
Stormy Daniels. The illegality of these felony charges is because it attempted to
influence the 2016 presidential election and because business records were falsified.
¢ In Florida, retaining classified documents after leaving office and “scheming to
conceal” that he had kept them.
¢ In Washington, D.C,, participating in a scheme to interfere with the peaceful
transition of power by spreading lies about the 2020 election result which led to the
January 6™ attack on the Capitol.
e In Georgia, of coordinating efforts to subvert and thwart the correct and lawful
certification of the state’s 2020 election. Overall, Trump faces 91 felony counts in
these indictments.

On May 30, 2024, Donald Trump became the first ex-president to be convicted of a felony
when he was found guilty of 34 counts in the Stormy Daniels trial.

Business Dealings. Trump faced three fraud civil lawsuits from enrollees in Trump
University, who alleged that the program pressured people into purchasing increasingly
expensive programs while not actually teaching the real estate and business skills it
advertised. Trump's organization settled the suits in 2018 in exchange for $25 million in
payouts to the plaintiffs, and no admission of wrongdoing by the University.

In addition, Trump was sued by the New York Attorney General in a civil suit alleging he
fraudulently valued properties to either lower his tax bills or get better terms on loans. In
February of 2024, the judge ruled that Trump must pay more than $355 million—plus
interest—after finding that he lied about his wealth for years on financial statements used to
acquire loans and secure deals as he built his real estate business.

Over the course of his business career prior to his term as president, Trump was sued 60
times by people who claimed that he and his business did not pay them for work they did
for him.

Classified Documents. Trump's classified documents case differs from Biden's because he
allegedly obstructed justice after being given chances to return classified documents.
According to the indictment, he refused to return the documents and obstructed justice by
enlisting others to destroy evidence and then to lie about it. He allegedly improperly stored
sensitive documents on nuclear capabilities, repeatedly enlisted aides and lawyers to help
him hide records demanded by investigators, and showed off a Pentagon “plan of attack”
and classified map, potentially jeopardizing not only relations with foreign nations but also
the safety of troops and confidential sources.

Sexual Assault. In May of 2023, a civil jury in New York found that Trump was guilty of
sexually abusing writer E. Jean Carroll in 1996. The jury's split verdict rejected Carroll's claim
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that she was raped and ruled on the lesser degree charge of sexual abuse. They also found
that Trump was liable for defaming Carroll about her allegations and awarded her $5
million. Beyond that, at least 26 women have accused Trump of sexual misconduct since
the 1970s. He also notoriously said in an Access Hollywood recording released in 2016:
“When you're a star, they let you do it. You can do anything . .. Grab ‘'em by the ***** _you
can do anything.”

Political Corruption. In his term as president, Trump also faced impeachment inquiries, not
once, but twice: first in 2019 on charges that he threatened to withhold military aid for
Ukraine unless they helped him politically by investigating a debunked conspiracy theory
about the 2016 election, and then in 2021 with charges of inciting insurrection from the
mob that attacked the Capitol on January 6. In both cases, the House voted to impeach
him, but the Senate did not vote for conviction.

This assessment of accusations made, and their outcomes, shows that the accusations are not
evenly shared. In terms of evidence behind accusations, Trump is the only one to face criminal
and civil charges. He has already been found guilty in some of these legal actions and faces
several additional trials in the near future. While he continues to say that these charges are
personal attacks on him, it should be noted that juries of average citizens have concluded that
the evidence against him is sufficient to warrant trials, and have found him guilty in several
instances. All trials are based on evidence of wrong doing that has or will be heard in court.
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What is the Real Cause — And Cure - for Inflation?

Rising prices make it more difficult to buy all kinds of goods. But why does this happen?
Many culprits have been suggested, from supply chain problems to government over-
spending in the pandemic to the war in Ukraine. But others have pointed to another
source: opportunistic price gouging by major corporations.

Taking advantage of increases in costs caused by supply and labor shortages, corporations are
increasing their prices beyond what is needed to cover those costs. This is why there is such a
disparity in the economic success of companies and workers in the wake of the pandemic.
Contrary to the theory that growing wages in a short labor market are inflating prices, workers’
real wages are not keeping up with inflation.

Meanwhile, corporations are collecting some of the highest profit levels they've had in years. A
prime example is the oil industry, where British Petroleum recorded its largest windfall in profits
for 14 years, while Exxon posted its largest quarterly profit ever. Chevron and Shell both
reported more than $11 billion in quarterly profits as well.

Companies have been empowered to raise their prices partly thanks to corporate consolidation:
a small number of companies control the majority of several key industries including food
processing, energy, airlines, pharmaceuticals, and banking. Without the threat of competition to
draw customers away, conglomerates can push prices to their limits at the expense of
consumers. There have already been examples of this. The meat industry, for instance, is
dominated by four major companies; as recently as last year, they were settling lawsuits over
price-fixing, one of the dangers of monopolies in markets.

What's the solution? Rather than raising interest rates, as the Federal Reserve has done several
times, policymakers can resurrect the power of anti-trust initiatives and take action to warn
companies away from carelessly raising their prices and causing the American consumer to
suffer.
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An Easy Way to Understand Our Economic Situation and the National Debt

If you hate economics and all that financial mumbo-jumbo, this article is for you. Here's a story
that explains the current economic situation in America today.

The Saga of Three Roommates

Tom, Linda and Rick live together in a house and share expenses. Tom is very wealthy; in fact he
owns the company for which Linda and Rick work. Tom occupies most of the square footage of
the house and earns most of the equity in the house. Consequently, he makes the larger
payments on the mortgage.

Over time, unbeknownst to his roommates, Tom starts reducing his contribution to the
household mortgage. After some years, he's paying a much smaller amount of the costs of the
house. To compensate for the reduction in monies he contributes, he borrows to make up for
the difference, using the house as collateral.

After a while, Linda and Rick are stunned to find that the mortgage on the house is much more
than they thought, and their equity worth less. Tom tries to explain that because he’s been able
to have higher income and theoretically, invest in his business, Linda and Rick benefit because
the business is more profitable, and Linda and Rick are employees. However, neither Linda nor
Rick sees a rise in their incomes, and since they do not own the company, they don’t benefit
from any profits it may be making.

Tom informs them that to reduce the debt on the house, Linda and Rick should give up some of
their equity to pay the mortgage down, borrow from their pension plans, and lower the amount
of benefits they get for their health care. In fact, maybe they should give up their pension plans

and their health insurance altogether, to pay down that debt.

Tom does not feel any obligation to increase his contributions, even though Linda and Rick have
pointed out that if he went back to making the contributions he used to make, they could pay
off the debt and the two who have been faithful in their commitments all along would not
suffer.

If you are thinking, "That's crazy! How could this happen and why are Linda and Rick putting up
with this?” your feelings are understandable. This story is analogous to our country’s economic
situation at this time.

Now that you've read the story, here are the facts and figures behind it:

Wealth has shifted from the average American to corporations and the wealthy over the
last 40 years.
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In 1970, 62% of aggregate household income earned in America went to middle-income
homes, but by 2014 that share had decreased to just 43%.

In 1973, the average CEQ'’s salary was almost 25 times that of the average worker. In
2021, it grew to over 399 times the salary of the average worker.
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Upper income earners saw their share of income raise 47% since 1970, but median
income only grew 34% for those with middle-income.

Corporate profits, which fuel the income of the wealthy, have soared. Since 1970,
corporate profits before tax have risen from $86.39 billion to $3.46 trillion in 2023. The
third quarter of 2022 saw corporate profits hit a record high of $2.08 trillion in the
nonfinancial sector, rising $6.1 billion from the previous quarter after growing more than
80% over the past two years. This is during a time when the average American was
suffering from higher prices due to inflation, which was in part caused by

companies raising their prices significantly above their costs.
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Meanwhile, the average American has been increasingly shouldering more of the tax burden,
while wealthy people and corporations pay less:

Top Tax Rates for the Wealthy
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In the 1950s, tax rates for the wealthy peaked at around 91%. In 2017, the top marginal rate sat
at about half (39.6%) of what it once was.

Corporate Tax Rates - 1950 - 2017
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e Corporate tax rates were higher than 50% in the 1950s. Now they are down to 21% after
the 2017 tax cuts.

e After those cuts, businesses accounted for only 7.6% of the $3.5 trillion in federal tax
revenue collected in 2018, which dropped further to 6.8% after they were given tax
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refunds. That 3% decrease in taxes paid by corporations was picked up by individuals.
Businesses paid less, while people paid more.

Here's how the corporate tax rate dropped in 60 years:

U.S. Effective Corporate Tax Rate
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The National Debt Rises to Cover the Shortfall

At the same time corporations and the wealthy were getting tax cuts, the national debt rose
from $250 billion in 1950 to more than $31 trillion at the end of 2022.

Here's how the national debt grew:
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Source: Congressional Budget Office: The 2023 Long-Term Budget Outlook

So, What is the Solution?
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It makes sense to face the reality that individual Americans are losing ground under these failed
economic policies, while the wealthy and corporations are benefiting. It makes even more sense
to establish higher accountability for the wealthy and corporations to pay their fair share to
support America.

For more insight into the wealth shift and how it's affecting Americans, watch this fascinating
easy-to-understand from CBS Mornings.
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Does Voting Really Matter?

You may have heard — or you may believe — that it doesn’t really matter if you vote, that one
vote doesn’t matter. Let's see if that's true.

In the modern age, many people complain that their vote has no meaning, but recent election
results provide evidence to the contrary. Your vote matters, and here are several reasons why:

e In smaller-scale elections that normally feature low turnout, individual voters become
much more important. Primaries and local elections often come down to a very small
number of votes. Contests for individual seats have been decided by a single vote.
Sometimes the outcome of one close, low-turnout race can decide control of an entire
statehouse, a critical outcome in an era when so many policy mandates take place at
local levels. In 2022, Republican Mike Garcia beat Democratic challenger Christy Smith to
retain control of California’s 25" Congressional District (redistricted to the
27% Congressional District) by a mere 333 votes. Rep. Garcia's win helped give
Republicans the 218 seats needed to retain the House in the midterm elections. House
Republicans ultimately won the majority by 6,670 votes, or 0.006 percent of the
nationwide popular vote.

e Small margins have huge impacts on bigger elections too. In 2020, Joe Biden won the
popular vote by almost seven million. But in terms of the Electoral College, he won in
three key states by a total of only 44,000 votes. If Trump had won them, the resultant tie
in the Electoral College would have been decided by the Republican House of
Representatives. By the same turn, Trump won the Electoral College in 2016 by only
80,000 total votes in six swing states, a miniscule percentage.

e Not voting today is essentially a vote for the candidate that you may not want. Even if
you are not wild about a candidate, if you would prefer a more moderate voice to one
that is more extreme, sitting out an election means that you are helping the people that
you may not want to see in office.

Individual votes are also important because some citizens may be prohibited or prevented from
voting. Despite being a constitutional right, a person’s vote can essentially be taken away by
election rules implemented at the state level. Multiple forms of voter suppression—including
voter ID laws, voter roll purges, polling place closures, and mail-in ballot restrictions—prevent
people from casting their votes, while gerrymandered districts reduce the effectiveness of
individual votes. These new election laws have already been implemented in multiple states.

The ability to vote should never be taken for granted. The hard work that resulted in electoral
rights for every American must be protected by hard work at the ballot box. Voting in every
election is paramount, because you never know how few votes can make a world of difference.
VOTE.
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How Does Immigration Really Impact the U.S.?

Immigration is a huge issue for many Americans, particularly the presence of illegal immigrants
at the U.S.'s southern border. People are concerned about potential loss of jobs opportunities
to immigrants, crime, drug smuggling, and overuse of the social safety net in support of
individuals who are here illegally. What is the real status of immigration in America? Are these
fears justified by reality?

The Recent Status of Legal and Illegal Immigration

The Trump administration enacted measures to try to reduce the flow of people crossing the
southern border, including starting construction of a border wall. When the pandemic broke
out, the decision was made to invoke Title 42, a measure based on a public health law from
1944 that allows the government to take emergency actions to prevent the entrance of
communicable diseases into the U.S. The Trump administration invoked Title 42 to turn migrants
away at the border and suspend their right to request asylum. (Prior to Title 42, migrants were
able to cross the border illegally, then ask for asylum. They could be allowed to enter the US
while they were screened and then often released to await their immigration case). Migrants
were turned away under this policy more than 2.8 million times, although families and children
traveling by themselves were exempt.

The Biden administration maintained Title 42 until it expired in May of 2023. Apprehensions of
people crossing illegally continued to rise, from 400,000 to 1.6 million in 2021, and then further
to 2.2 million in 2022. Until Title 42 was allowed to expire, the Biden administration focused
mainly on improving the processes for people to immigrate legally, as well as implementing
greater punishments for people who entered illegally. Apprehensions of those crossing illegally
dropped sharply in June after Title 42 expired, before increasing each month until they reached
220,000 in September of 2023.

To better understand the information above, here are a few explanatory facts:

e Contrary to some claims, there is no "open border” policy. America’s borders are not
open. The current administration’s aim is to move away from the more draconian
restrictions under the previous administration, while reworking the legal immigration
system and maintaining deterrents to illegal immigration.

e The large number of apprehensions DOES NOT MEAN more people are sneaking across
the border and into the country. This represents the number of people who were
detained and/or apprehended trying to enter the country; in other words, they were
caught and sent back.

e The vast majority of people seeking to immigrate to the United States are not looking to
commit crimes or cause harm. They are people fleeing displacement by economic
collapse and political upheaval in places like Venezuela and Central America. Many of
these people want to enter the United States legally, but a combination of extended
waiting times, limited capacity, and restrictions on mobility and locations lead many to
attempt entering whether it's legal or not.
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Is Election Fraud Real?

At one point, about one-third of Americans questioned the outcome of the 2020 election

because of their belief that voter fraud occurred. Millions of Americans still believe that this

election was fraudulent, and that Trump really won. Could that be true?

It is a fact that Trump started talking about potential voter fraud even before the election,

creating a groundswell of concern among his supporters. On January 6, 2021, as Biden's election
was to be ratified, a mob stormed the Capitol in the belief that the fraudulent election should be

stopped. And the claims of a fraudulent election continue to be prevalent three years later. So,

what are the facts? Is there evidence of fraud, or is it disinformation?

1. Findings in a lawsuit against Fox News have revealed that the outlet, while
discussing privately that claims of election fraud had no merit, nevertheless

broadcast this story repeatedly to its millions of viewers. Fox News is a voice for
conservative America and does not attempt to be objective in what it broadcasts. Yet
millions of viewers believe that when they watch it, they are consuming “news” that is
factual information. The revelations in this defamation lawsuit show that the channel
deliberately broadcast information it knew to be false, to keep up ratings and revenues
from advertisers. Consequently, the millions of viewers whose opinions on the election
were formed by what they saw on Fox, were in fact consuming disinformation. Fox paid

to settle this lawsuit.

2. Multiple initiatives were pushed forward in key states to perform recounts, or
conduct investigations in the claims of voter fraud. They found no fraud. Arizona,
Wisconsin, and Georgia all held official audits or recounts of the 2020 election, while
Pennsylvania and Michigan both ran investigations of widespread voter fraud in their

states. The audit in Arizona’s Maricopa County found that not only did Joe Biden

conclusively win the state’s election, but Donald Trump actually received fewer votes
than initially believed. Completed recounts in Wisconsin and Georgia also affirmed

Biden's victory, with Georgia recertifying its results no less than three times. The

Republican-led investigation in Michigan officially rejected Trump’s claims that the

election was stolen in its report.

Electoral college representatives in these states had all given Trump the majority of their
votes in 2016.

It's worth noting that the state governments in Wisconsin, Michigan, Arizona, and Georgia are
controlled by Republicans; Pennsylvania has a Democratic governor and Republicans control

both houses. So Republicans are verifying that no fraud occurred in their states.

The top Georgia election official, who is a Republican, delivered a point-by-point debunking of

claims that videos circulating on social media contained any proof of fraud. A conservative

group in Wisconsin published a review that concluded that “there was no evidence of

widespread voter fraud. In all likelihood, more eligible voters cast ballots for Joe Biden than

Donald Trump.”
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3. Lawyers who filed lawsuits challenging vote counts in the courts not only had the
suits dismissed, but in some cases were disciplined for bringing frivolous lawsuits
to court. In other words, they filed suits with no facts or evidence to back them. One
judge ordered a group of attorneys with a failed suit proposing to overturn the election
in Michigan to pay about $175,000 to cover the legal fees of their opponents, and
recommended grievance proceedings that could result in disbarment. The defense of
one such attorney was, “No reasonable person would conclude that the statements
(about voter fraud) were truly statements of fact,” admitting that they were her opinions,
not based on fact.

4. Trump’s lawyers have begun admitting that they lied in their claims about voter
fraud. Several lawsuits brought against the legal counsel representing Donald Trump
have led to admissions that these individuals lied about the results of the 2020 election.
In March of 2023, Jenna Ellis admitted to "misrepresenting the facts” on social media and
television appearances, leading to a public censure. Most recently, in July of 2023, Rudy
Giuliant admitted that he made “public comments falsely claiming” that surveillance
video showed two election workers in Georgia committing voter fraud.

5. Multiple information sources and legal actions fail to support any allegations of
fraud. In the hearings around the January 6™ insurrection, those in Trump's inner circle
testified that they told him there was no fraud, and yet he continued to publicly claim
there was. Poll workers who were accused of fraudulent acts with no evidence are suing
for defamation and for compensation for the threats and dangers to their well-being
suffered from these accusations. Funds raised to push the theories of voter fraud were
instead used for the fundraising and advertising expenses of those making these
claims. Trump’s own attorney general declared there was no fraud.

These intensive investigations on multiple fronts failed to produce evidence of fraud; several of
the major purveyors of this theory have been shown to have deliberately lied about it to millions
of viewers and the public.

Based on these facts, the conclusion is that election fraud theories about the 2020 Presidential
election are not substantiated by evidence.
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Is Political Violence a Threat to Americans? And Who is Behind It?

Political polarization is fueling increasing levels of distrust and dislike for each side against the
other. From racially motivated mass shootings to rumors of agents inciting violence at
demonstrations, Americans appear increasingly prepared to expect or even commit acts of
political violence. Are these fringe incidents, or is political violence becoming more common?
And if so, who is actually committing the violence?

Evidence indicates that ideas of political violence are becoming more mainstream for Americans
fearful of the political future. In 2022, The Violence Prevention Research Program at UC Davis
conducted a nationwide survey of 8,620 Americans on thoughts about democracy and political
violence. Sixty-seven (67.2%) percent said they felt there was a “serious threat to democracy,
and half (50.1%) expected that there could be a civil war in the United States in the next few
years. Most strikingly, 18.7% of the respondents indicated that they strongly or very strongly
agreed that “violence or force is needed to ‘protect American democracy when elected leaders
will not.”” Even more (20.5%) thought that political violence was “at least sometimes justifiable
‘in general.”

These trends appear to have only grown since then. The Chicago Project on Security &

Threats’ Dangers to Democracy poll in June 2023 estimated that 18 million people believe using
force is justified to return Donald Trump to the White House, an increase of 6 million in just a
few months. The poll also found support for using force to make members of Congress “do the
right thing” increased from 9% in January to 17% in June, for an estimated 44 million Americans,
with the greatest increase occurring among Democrats.

What does the data show about acts of actual violence?

e Incidents of political violence are increasing. Threats of violence against members of
Congress are on the rise: from 902 investigated threats in 2016 to 9,600 in 2021. Threats
against government and poll workers also rose, with surveys finding that one-third of
election officials have been harassed, abused, or threatened due to their work.

e Proclivities for actual violence are not evenly spread across the political aisle, however.
The Global Terrorism Database (GTD) collected data revealing an increase in violent
political activity among far-right groups beginning in 2013 but then surging further in
2016. In 2019, GTD's director William Braniff testified that “Among domestic terrorists,
violent far-right terrorists are by far the most numerous, lethal and criminally active.”

e Another analysis of domestic terrorism from 1994 to 2021 concluded that while the
number of attacks and plots by left-leaning groups grew from 23% in 2020 to 40% in
2021, the majority in 2021 (49%) were enacted by right-wing groups.

e An analysis by Reuters of 213 acts of political violence since the January 6 attempted
insurrection found that two-thirds involved physical confrontations, the other third
involved property damage, and 18 of the 76 acts of violence involved fatalities. Notably,
in the fourteen attacks resulting in fatalities for which the assailant had a clearly partisan
leaning, thirteen of the assailants identified with the right-wing.
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The idea that faith in the democratic system could be replaced by attempts at political violence
and coercion is a sobering one. It is critical not to ignore or forget the role that misinformation
plays in these trends, however. Embracing conspiratorial falsehoods such as the Q-Anon theory
or the Stop the Steal election theft claim have been associated with high-profile incidents of
political violence. Pushing back against disinformation goes beyond just encouraging effective,
fact-based dialogue. It may be imperative in restricting the spread of politically violent ideas
and protecting people from the threats of politically violent acts.
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Looking for more tools to spot and refute fake news and disinformation? The following three

articles give you these tips and tools!

Is It Truth or Propaganda? Part 1

How to Tell “Fake News” From Facts

In these days of disinformation, it can be very hard to tell what information is true, and what is
false. In addition to political rhetoric, advertising and marketing campaigns can be quite
confusing. And the news media is under consistent attack from some quarters for being “fake.”
Ultimately, we are all individually responsible for what we choose to believe. And, we all want to
know the truth. Here are some guidelines to distinguish “fake news” from facts.

1.

Look for facts in the article. Much stirring and controversial rhetoric is out there, but
when you look behind the inflammatory headlines, where are the facts? Saying
something is “fraudulent” or a “shadow conspiracy” or a “violation of democracy”
certainly gets attention and immediately implies that what's being written about is true
and alarming. Look deeper to find the facts that support the rhetoric. If there aren’t any
facts, beware.

Spot the difference between “Opinion” and “News.” News is fact-based. Opinion is
just that — what someone thinks. Editorials in newspapers are opinion. Commentators
talking about the news of the day is opinion. Newscasters reporting what is happening is
news. (Or should be).

Tune in to the subtleties that may slant news, especially on television. Side remarks
by newscasters, how headlines are formulated, and what the news channels choose to
report on as news can subtly reveal a bias. For example, consider the difference in these
headlines, “Government announces a new measure to ....." and “XXX blames YYY for ....."
One is factual, one contains an opinion and makes the news somehow personal.

Consider the source. Information that is posted on social media can be false and
libelous, and those who post and share it have no accountability. They can lie, damage
and destroy reputations, and spread complete fabrications, without consequences. In the
traditional news media, however, articles that present false information open the
journalist and the media outlet to being sued. If someone is crying “fake news,” and not
suing, even though they have the financial means to do so, that should tell us something
—such as, maybe the stories are actually true. While there have been a couple of
instances in the last 30 years in which journalists were fired for fabricating information,
this is a minuscule part of stories that are published in traditional media. No one wants
to be sued, and no one wants to destroy their career. Consequently, there are legal,
financial, and reputational pressures on the traditional news media to be non-biased and
factual that does not exist in social media or in partisan publications.

Check in with how the news makes you feel. Are you scared? Are you angry? Maybe
someone is trying to manipulate you emotionally. Often the purpose of propaganda is to
arouse fear or rage, emotions which cause people to be more engaged with what they
are reading. Check your gut — your emotions will inform you.
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Being attuned to evaluating information by these criteria should alert your “misinformation
antenna” that something needs to be evaluated more closely rather than being taken at face
value.
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Is It Truth or Propaganda? Part 2

Sometimes information does fall under the heading of propaganda. The definition of
propaganda is a communication whose purpose is to influence the attitudes of a community or
a group of people for a cause, position, or simply for the benefit of one’s self or one’s group.
Usually, propaganda is based on biased information and distorted information. How do you tell
if you are being targeted?

1. Apply the criteria in Part | to what you are reading or watching. If it meets any of
those criteria, be suspicious.

2. Are you being subtly enticed to be part of a crowd of like-minded individuals? Are
you being asked to jump on the bandwagon of people who are allegedly similar to you?
Humans are social animals. “Everybody’s doing it” has a powerful appeal to our human
nature. So do appeals by celebrities and those we would like to emulate or be accepted
by. Identifying as “just plain folk” is another appealing tactic. Joining groups of “people
like me” is another aspect of our desire to belong. If this position appeals to instincts to
be part of a “tribe,” beware. Is this really what YOU believe? And is this position
supported by facts?

3. Are people who are different being called names? Are they being depicted as
threatening? Are they stereotyped? The purpose of name-calling is often to arouse fear
or anger. It's suspicious, and a tried-and-true technique of propaganda to focus the
group they are trying to influence on a common enemy, which in turn opens the
recipient to manipulation by fear.

4. Are things depicted as totally black and white? Is it us versus them? They are awful
and we are needed to save the world? We are under attack? These appeals are highly
effective. But is what you are being told true? | once received a letter from a party |
oppose, (they must have thought | was a supporter), announcing that | and the group to
which | belong “hated” the writer and his group. Well, | don't hate anybody, and neither
do the members of my group. It was inflammatory and untrue.

When applying the litmus test to new information, look to see if it seeks to identify and unite

against a common enemy, to victimize you and your group, to vilify other groups, or to appeal
to you to be part of the superior or truthful “tribe” against dishonest and dangerous “others”.
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Is It Truth or Propaganda? Part 3

In part 3, we'll examine some propaganda techniques developed by the Soviet Union (and used
very effectively for decades) that are now being adopted by U.S. groups. Leading up to the 2016
election, foreign powers found that social media was the ideal environment through which to
anonymously — or disguised as a friend or family member — influence people with
disinformation. Be alert to them!

1. Watch out for the firehose of propaganda. This is a Russian propaganda technique in
which a stream of falsehoods never stops. When one lie is refuted, three more pop up to
take its place. It's like playing “whack-a-mole” with the truth. People eventually become
tired and start accepting what they are told.

2. A second cousin to the “firehose of propaganda” is rapid fire conspiracy
theories. A part of all of us wants to believe in a conspiracy — it's information that we
have that no one else does, we're special because we know the truth, and we can
imagine we are protected with this knowledge. When these theories are shot off rapidly,
there’s no time for the truth to respond. As researchers at RAND put it, “Don’t expect to
counter the firehose of falsehood with the squirt gun of truth.”

3. Be on the lookout for “whatabout-ism”. This could be defined as a counterattack to
an argument that points to one situation to refute an entire argument. For example,
citing one instance of welfare fraud to say that people on welfare are lazy and dishonest.
Or pointing to one incident of violence involving a homeless person to say all homeless
people are dangerous.

4. Information that suggests a “possibility” is more easily believed than persuading
someone on the rightness of a position, which requires critical thinking. That's why
it's been said that facts don't influence people. Evaluate these “suggestions” very
critically — what are the facts that back them up?

5. Be aware of any of these techniques used on social media that spread
disinformation. Information can come from someone posing as a friend who
communicates false information. Propagandists are online, finding out how people are
connected, and using this information to spread falsehoods.

Here's an example. | got an e-mail from a friend I'll call Bil; we were in a prayer group together.
His e-mail encouraged me to vote in the upcoming election. That was nice; voting is important
although he had never mentioned anything about it before. | got several more e-mails from him
about voting, and then one that he and his wife had voted in a small town and all the votes
came in for a certain candidate, even though the town was equally divided between Democrats
and Republicans. He implied that they had used markers for ballots and this was why the count
was tnaccurate.

Wait a minute. Markers that invalidated ballots was a rumor that was starting to be circulated,
without any evidence, implying voting fraud. My friend didn't live in a small town, and his wife's
name was wrong in the e-mail. It was a plant to convince me that voter fraud was occurring.
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Had my antenna not been out there, and | been less aware of facts about voting, | might have
been taken in.

6. Good old-fashioned character assassination is still a highly effective propaganda
technique. That is not to say that all accusations of bad behavior are false. Claims
should always be backed up by facts and evidence. Slogans are easy to chant; applying
the brainpower to find and evaluate facts is much harder.

7. Again, in large part due to social media and digital communication, false
information spreads like an wildfire in a dry forest. Always, the question should be
"where is the evidence?” Here's an example of one notorious fiction and the damage it
did. Some computer geeks in Eastern Europe were looking for a way to make money
with internet “clickbait.” They concocted a story about a real pizza restaurant in
Washington D.C. that they said was a center for pedophilia, involving a political
candidate. This story spread over the world and is still believed by many people. One
man actually went into the restaurant with a gun, determined to free the enslaved,
abused children he was convinced were hidden there. This is a prime example of how
anyone can spread disinformation on the Internet, and not only get away with it, but to
financially profit from it.

8. If you search for a certain topic online or in social media, you may be inundated
with more content and opinions about it. This is how the social media algorithms
work. And if people seem angry about something, it pushes more outraged content to
them. An example is a woman having a child who was researching information on
vaccines for her baby. She was flooded with misinformation on the “dangers” of the
COVID vaccine. So, it's important to take in all the information we find, or that is pushed
to us via social media or the Internet, with a very critical eye. It isn't that this information
is true or what everyone is talking about; it's about how social media companies make
money.

Looking for facts, monitoring strongly emotional appeals, being wary of exaggeration, and
bringing a skeptical eye to social media, can help guide you toward the truth. Your question
should always be, “What is the evidence?” Pass it on!

And YOU can help stop disinformation in its tracks and help protect innocent people from
having their reputations damaged by slander or propaganda. Take the "Truth in Discourse”
pledge. Make a promise to yourself that you will only share information that you know is true —
based on sound evidence. If we all took that step, so much harmful disinformation would die in
an Internet graveyard, and good people will be protected.
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